International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences Reviews
p Vol.1, No.1 February 2024
OPENyg

o )ACCESS e-ISSN: 3047-5295; p-ISSN: 3047-5287, Hal 04-07
BY SA

Available Online at : https://international.appisi.or.id /index.php /IJHSSR

(e) )

Globalization and Cultural Identity: A Study of Changing Traditions in
Urban Environments

Aulia Rahman', Indra Wibowo?, Siti Nurhaliza®
'~ Borneo Institute of Technology, Indonesia

Abstract: This article examines how globalization influences cultural identity, focusing on urban environments
where diverse cultures converge. The study assesses changes in traditions, language, and customs in cities
across different continents. Findings suggest that globalization, while promoting cultural exchange, often leads
to a gradual erosion of traditional practices in favor of more standardized global lifestyles. The implications of
these changes indicate a complex relationship between cultural preservation and global integration,
highlighting the need for balanced approaches to retain local heritage.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Globalization has transformed urban spaces worldwide, creating hubs where cultures
intermingle and identities evolve. As people from different backgrounds come together in
cities, traditional customs often face pressures to adapt to new social norms, impacting
language, religious practices, and daily customs. This research explores how globalization
shapes cultural identity within urban environments, where individuals are exposed to diverse
cultural influences. This dynamic of convergence and change poses both opportunities and

challenges for cultural preservation and adaptation.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Research has long debated the relationship between globalization and cultural
identity. Featherstone (1990) posited that globalization generates a "cultural supermarket”
where individuals select elements from various cultures, often diluting original cultural
meanings. Appadurai (1996) discussed "scapes" that represent the complex flows of culture,
technology, and ideas across borders, emphasizing how media and migration contribute to
hybrid cultural identities. Similarly, Castells (2004) argued that identity is increasingly
shaped by global networks, particularly within urban centers.

According to Sassen (2001), cities are focal points for economic and cultural
globalization, influencing local traditions and practices. Moreover, Meyer and Geschiere
(2003) observed that the preservation of cultural identity becomes a contested issue as
globalization reshapes cultural values, customs, and languages. Several studies, including
those by Hall (1992) and Giddens (1999), further explore how modern urban societies
negotiate between retaining cultural heritage and adapting to global norms, especially among

younger generations who are often more receptive to change.
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3. METHODOLOGY

The study utilized a mixed-methods approach. Quantitative data were collected
through surveys distributed to 400 individuals residing in urban centers across five countries:
Indonesia, Mexico, France, Nigeria, and Japan. The survey assessed participants' perceptions
of cultural changes in their daily lives, including language, customs, and traditional practices.
Additionally, 40 in-depth interviews were conducted with participants from each region to
gain a qualitative perspective on how globalization impacts their cultural identity.

This approach allowed for a comparative analysis across different cultural contexts,
providing insights into both the universality and uniqueness of globalization's impact on

cultural identity.

4. RESULTS

The results indicate significant shifts in cultural practices due to globalization:

a. Language Usage: In all surveyed cities, younger generations demonstrated a stronger
preference for international languages, particularly English, over traditional or native
languages. Approximately 60% of respondents under 30 reported using English more
frequently than their native language in social settings.

b. Traditional Customs and Festivities: While traditional festivals continue, many
customs are increasingly infused with global influences. For example, in urban
Indonesia, traditional attire is often replaced by Western-style clothing during cultural
events. In contrast, French respondents noted an increased adoption of international
foods and Western music at local gatherings.

c. Social Media and Global Trends: Across all regions, social media emerged as a
primary medium through which global cultural norms spread. Roughly 85% of
respondents acknowledged that social media has significantly influenced their
lifestyle choices, from fashion to food preferences.

d. Intergenerational Views on Cultural Preservation: Older participants were more
concerned about preserving local traditions and language, while younger generations
were more receptive to change and adaptation. This generational gap indicates
differing perceptions of the importance of cultural heritage in an increasingly

interconnected world.
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5. DISCUSSION
The findings reveal that globalization has both positive and negative impacts on
cultural identity in urban environments. On one hand, globalization facilitates cultural
exchange and diversity, enriching individuals' perspectives and fostering tolerance. However,
it also leads to a dilution of unique cultural identities as traditional practices give way to more
homogeneous, globalized lifestyles.
Positive Aspects of Globalization on Cultural Identity
a. Cultural Exchange: Exposure to diverse cultures enables individuals to appreciate
different perspectives and customs, promoting inclusivity and understanding.
b. Economic Opportunities: Cities with a cosmopolitan appeal often attract tourism,
providing economic benefits and opportunities for cultural exchange.
c. Innovation in Tradition: Global influences can inspire the modernization of traditional
practices, making them relevant to contemporary audiences.
Challenges of Cultural Erosion
a. Loss of Language and Tradition: As seen in the survey, younger generations often
prioritize global languages, risking the extinction of local languages.
b. Homogenization of Customs: Traditional festivals and customs may be reinterpreted
or simplified, losing their original cultural significance.
c. Generational Tensions: Older generations may feel alienated as younger people adopt
global lifestyles, leading to a disconnection within communities.
These findings underscore the need for balanced policies that promote both cultural
preservation and adaptation. Governments and cultural organizations must address the

generational divide by fostering dialogue between older and younger community members.

6. CONCLUSION

Globalization’s impact on cultural identity is a complex phenomenon with both
positive and negative consequences. While it promotes cultural exchange and diversity, it also
challenges the preservation of unique cultural identities, especially in urban areas where
global influences are most pervasive. Future policies should strive to balance globalization's
benefits with the need to retain cultural heritage, possibly through education, language
preservation programs, and support for traditional arts. By recognizing the value of both
cultural preservation and adaptation, societies can harness the benefits of globalization

without losing their unique cultural identities.
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